November 26, 2012

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 883
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 883, a bill to authorize Na-
tional Mall Liberty Fund D.C. to estab-
lish a memorial on Federal land in the
District of Columbia to honor free per-
sons and slaves who fought for inde-
pendence, liberty, and justice for all
during the American Revolution.
S. 998
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 998, a bill to amend title IV of the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to require the Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation, in the case
of airline pilots who are required by
regulation to retire at age 60, to com-
pute the actuarial value of monthly
benefits in the form of a life annuity
commencing at age 60.
S. 1850
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1350, a bill to expand the research,
prevention, and awareness activities of
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the National Institutes
of Health with respect to pulmonary fi-
brosis, and for other purposes.
S. 1670
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1670, a bill to eliminate racial
profiling by law enforcement, and for
other purposes.
S. 1993
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1993, a bill to post-
humously award a Congressional Gold
Medal to Lena Horne in recognition of
her achievements and contributions to
American culture and the civil rights
movement.
S. 2124
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2124, a bill to amend title
IIT of the Public Health Service Act to
authorize and support the creation of
cardiomyopathy education, awareness,
and risk assessment materials and re-
sources by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services through the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and
the dissemination of such materials
and resources by State educational
agencies to identify more at-risk fami-
lies.
S. 2189
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2189, a bill to amend the Age Discrimi-
nation in Employment Act of 1967 and
other laws to clarify appropriate stand-
ards for Federal antidiscrimination and
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antiretaliation claims, and for other
purposes.
S. 3227
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. COONS) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3227, a bill to enable
concrete masonry products manufac-
turers and importers to establish, fi-
nance, and carry out a coordinated pro-
gram of research, education, and pro-
motion to improve, maintain, and de-
velop markets for concrete masonry
products.
S. 3484
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. CORKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3484, a bill to amend the
S.A.F.E. Mortgage Licensing Act of
2008 to provide an exception from the
definition of loan originator for certain
loans made with respect to manufac-
tured homes, to amend the Truth in
Lending Act to modify the definition of
a high-cost mortgage, and for other
purposes.
S. 3522
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3522, a bill to provide for the ex-
pansion of affordable refinancing of
mortgages held by the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association and the
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corpora-
tion.
S. 3539
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3539, a bill to encourage
the adoption and use of certified elec-
tronic health record technology by
safety net providers and clinics.
S. 3565
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3565, a bill to eliminate
discrimination and promote women’s
health and economic security by ensur-
ing reasonable workplace accommoda-
tions for workers whose ability to per-
form the functions of a job are limited
by pregnancy, childbirth, or a related
medical condition.
S. 3614
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3614, a bill to establish a pilot pro-
gram to authorize the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development to
make grants to nonprofit organizations
to rehabilitate and modify homes of
disabled and low-income veterans.
S. 3626
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3626, a bill to provide fi-
nancing assistance for qualified water
infrastructure projects, and for other
purposes.
S. 3631
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from New York
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(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3631, a bill to prohibit and
deter the theft of metal, and for other
purposes.
S.J. RES. 45

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 45, a joint resolution
amending title 36, United States Code,
to designate June 19 as ‘‘Juneteenth
Independence Day’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 2874

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2874 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3525, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2902

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2902 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3525, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL:

S. 3636. A bill to provide increased con-
sumer protections for gift cards; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
as consumers shop for the holidays,
more and more consumers are buying,
giving, and receiving gift cards.

By one estimate, Americans spent
over $100 billion on gift cards in the
2011 holiday shopping season, and that
nearly $2 billion of that value went un-
used.

Today I am introducing legislation to
help substantially remedy that prob-
lem and to ensure that consumers re-
ceive the full value that is stored on
their gift cards.

Whether it is a bankrupt company
that refuses to honor a gift certificate,
a gift card with hidden fees that slowly
withers down to nothing, or a ‘‘pro-
motional” gift card that expires in the
virtual blink of an eye, consumers in
Connecticut and across the nation are
in danger of seeing the value of their
gift cards disappear.

The Gift Card Consumer Protection
Act will stop these abusive practices.

This bill uses as a model or blueprint
the Connecticut law that I advocated
and helped write while serving as At-
torney General, but it adds to protec-
tions provided by that state law and
others.

This new measure enhances and ex-
pands gift card safeguards, particularly
when gift card sellers become legally
insolvent and seek bankruptcy status.

It will add strong new protections for
consumers when a company goes bank-
rupt. Under this bill, a company that
files for bankruptcy must immediately
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